
First Presbyterian Church 

Gainesville, Texas 

The Cooke County     

Ministerial Alliance’s   

annual “Lenten       

Luncheon” series         

continues every Wednesday through 

March 21st.  This year’s luncheons 

are being held at First Christian 

Church, and will begin at noon.  

Donations to these luncheons will 

be used to support the Alliance’s 

ministries in Cooke County. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 

The Fellowship Ministry will be hosting a lunch 

following morning worship on 

March 11th in celebration of 

St. Patrick’s Day. 

All food will be provided! 

That means you don’t have to bring a thing!    
Green is the color of the day, loaded Irish     

potatoes are the main course and some blarney 

will certainly be in order! 

OPEN HOUSE 
On Sunday, March 25th, the  

congregation is invited to the 

Hare’s annual “Palm Sunday 

Open House” after church from 11:30am-

12:30pm.  Just walk across the street – enjoy a 

good appetizer – and be on your way to lunch!  

Or come on over and stay a while!  Your choice! 

During service if you happen to be 

sitting next to someone who is  

visiting the church, please         

encourage them to fill out a       

registration form located at each 

pew.  Barbara Marshall, for the Outreach       

Committee, sends out cards to every visitor who 

attends a service, if we can acquire a good       

address for them.  So, having a completed form 

with the person’s name and address is very    

helpful.  A lot of times people will come but 

won’t fill out a form, so a word from you asking 

them to do that would be greatly appreciated. 

Can We Use a Place in Your 

Yard? 
The Outreach Ministry Committee needs your 

help in letting folks know about our Easter  

Sunday events!  They are preparing special yard 

signs and they’re asking members to take one 

home and to put it out in their yards!  So – can 

you help?  Of course you can!  Signs will be 

available at the church no later than March 18th! 



Book Club 
The next meeting of the Book Club will be held on Tuesday, March 27th at 7:00 p.m. 

in the parlor at the church.  Our book for this month will be the following biography, 

For the Glory:  The Untold and Inspiring Story of Eric Liddell, Hero of Chariots of 

Fire by Duncan Hamilton.  This book was chosen as a Best Book of the Year by the 

Daily Telegraph and The Sunday Times (London).  Eric Liddell ran-and lived-for the 

glory of God.  The Academy Award winning movie Chariots of Fire dealt with Eric’s 

participation in the 1924 Olympics and his refusal to race on a Sunday because of his 

strict observance of the Christian Sabbath.  This book goes beyond Chariots of Fire 

and tells the rest of Liddell’s story.  Please join us as we learn about this heroic man.  

For questions, contact Shana Powell at shanapowell97@yahoo.com or at 612-9269. 

Save the Date 
Presbyterian Women's Spring Brunch 

Saturday, May 5th, 10:00am 
Food, Fun, Faith and Fellowship 
“Blessed be you of the LORD, my 

daughter.” Ruth 3:10 

 

Rev. Hare’s Sunday sermons are 
available on the church webpage!  Just 
go to www.fpcgainesville.net – click 
on the “Sermons” link at the top of the 
page – then click on the dropdown tap 

– and you’re there! 

The funeral services for F.A. Tyler were 

conducted by Rev. R.E. Joiner and were 

simple and impressive.  "Special music 

was rendered by the Presbyterian choir and beautiful 

and exquisite floral offerings were banked around the 

chancel and choir rails, as fitting symbols of the    

noble Christian man who took particular delight, in 

the fragrance of flowers throughout his long and  

useful life."--From Gainesville Daily Register,    

April 1919.  

mailto:shanapowell97@yahoo.com
http://www.fpcgainesville.net


HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Even though Holy Week is late in March, it’s time to start marking your         

calendars for what promises to be a busy and special week!  So – here’s what’s 

happening! 

 Sunday, March 25th – It’s Palm Sunday so plan on waving some palms that 

morning in worship! 

 Thursday, March 29th – Our traditional Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae   

service will be held at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  It will be a time of               

remembering and reflecting upon Jesus last meal with his disciples as we share 

communion together – and his walk to the cross as we darken our sanctuary. 

 Friday, March 30th – Plans are underway for our church to host a special  

display in Tyler Hall that will feature local artists.  The event will be from 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM and 

everyone is invited to attend! 

 Saturday, March 31st – The church yards will once again be covered with Easter eggs as we host our 

annual neighborhood Easter egg hunt and lunch beginning at 10:30 AM.  It’s a great time for all – and 

everyone goes home with a prize! 

Easter Cards for 

Nursing Homes 
Continuing our card ministry to the 

nursing homes, please bring signed 

Easter cards (sign them, From Your 

Friends at First Presbyterian Church) to 

the church by Sunday, March 25.    

Outreach will deliver them during the 

week, so residents will have their cards 

before Easter.  For your convenience, a 

basket will be placed in one of the   

windowsills in the sanctuary where you 

may leave the cards.  Thank you very 

much for participating in this new   

ministry at the church. 

 That Matt Chalmers did a great job as February’s 

 pulpit assistant? 

 That every Session committee is looking for folks 

 who want to use their spiritual gifts? 

 That our “Valentines For VISTO” dessert auction 

 raised $991 – and that someone chipped in the 

 extra $9 to make it an even $1,000? 

 That John Powell is slowly recovering from his recent 

 bypass surgery? 

 That Daylight saving time begins on Sunday, 

 March 11th? 

 That Mary Frances and Chop Van Pelt appreciate 

 your continued prayers? 

 That Holly Stenger and the kids are now living on 

 S. Dixon Street? 

 That Tim Turbeville is so ready to stop seeing his 

 physical therapist? 

 That it was great to see Connie Ordonez and her 

 family in church? 

 That there is not enough room in this column to list 

 all the folks who have or have had the flu? 

 That Cameron Gilliland is looking forward to coming 

 to church again? 

 That Carla Waters continues to receive good news? 

Game Day will be each month 
on the 3rd Thursday beginning 

@ 11:30am in Tyler Hall. 

 

This month’s Game Day will be Thursday, 

March 15, 2018 @ 11:30am in Tyler Hall. 



Along a highway in northern Minnesota stands a sign for a gas station – welcome 

information for folks who are looking to fill up their tanks too often because 

they’re pulling boats or carrying large camping loads or driving motor homes.  But 

it does take long for folks to figure out that that sign is the only thing standing. 
 

You see, that gas station has been closed for a long time.  The gas pumps have been 

removed – the building is locked up tight – and the outside bathrooms, well, let’s not talk about them.  

All that remains of that once-popular oasis is that large sign – which signifies nothing – and is a big  

disappointment for those folks needing a place to refuel. 
 

Unfortunately, sometimes the cross in some churches can be like that sign.  The sign is still good, but 

the power behind it is gone – has been removed – has been lost.  Consequently, folks who are traveling 

down the road of life can count on no fuel from that “station of the Cross.” 
 

Our mission is to not be one of those churches! 
 

Peace, John 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

Irving Cramer, was once the executive director of the California-based “Mazon” – a Jewish organization 
that helped the hungry.  He once received a letter from a woman in Chicago: “I send this check in memory 
of my brother Michael Middleman whose last known correspondence was received from Buchenwald (a 
German concentration camp) where he wrote asking a neighbor, a baker, for a loaf of bread because he 
was starving.  So I send this check along to you to do for my neighbors, wherever they may be, what was 

not done for my brother.” 

The Men’s Breakfast will be 
held on Tuesday, March 27th, 
at 8:00 AM at the Fried Pie 
on the square!  All the men 
of the church are encouraged 

to come and enjoy a great time of food 

and for solving all the world’s problems! 

Mary’s Song 
(In her older years) 

Looking back through the years, why didn’t I know 

That Jesus was different, and would grow 

 

To be the Savior of the world, God with us. 

Why did I make such a terrible fuss 

 

That day in the Temple 

When we thought He was lost? 

 

That there would be, in the end, 

Such a terrible cost 

 

To me, His humble, earthly mother, 

And to the world a Savior, a Friend and a Brother. 

 

Barbara Marshall 
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On Sunday, April 1st, we will be celebrating the wonder and joy of 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead with several special services – and one 

special breakfast! 

 This year the Presbyterians will be joining with other church         

communities to celebrate an ecumenical Sunrise Service sponsored by the 

Cooke County Ministerial Alliance.  The service, which will start at     

7:00 AM, will be held at the Leonard Park pavilion. 

 At 9:00 AM the Fellowship Ministry Committee is hosting an Easter 

Sunday Brunch in Tyler Hall!  Serving will end at 10:15 AM so come  

early to church – with your guests – and enjoy a great time of fellowship! 

 Then – at 10:30 AM – we will gather for our special Easter morning 

worship service as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ from the tomb!  

There will be lots of special music and maybe a few surprises, so invite 

your neighbors and friends and come join the celebration! 

Come celebrate Easter Sunday with us! 


