
First Presbyterian Church 

Gainesville, Texas 

Sunday, January 8th, will be a very busy and exciting 

Sunday at First Presbyterian Church as we celebrate 

two special events in the life of our church! 
 

 We will be celebrating the Sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper.  If you are unable to attend and would 

like to have communion in your home, please contact 

the church office. 

 We will also be ordaining and installing the      

incoming Ruling Elders for the Class of 2019. 
 

Mark your calendars and start the New Year by     

joining your church family as we affirm both God’s 

presence and God’s call in our lives! 

Coming January 8, 2017 ORDINATION AND      

INSTALLATION         

SERVICE SCHEDULED 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 

Mike Bentley 

Pam Cooper 

Shana Powell 

Congratulations to the incoming 

Ruling Elders of the Class of 2019. 

Thank you for accepting God’s call 

in your life to be part of the       

Session’s ministry and mission! 

A special “Thank You” to the Ruling Elders of the Class of 2016 

who have finished their terms. 

Sheri Raney, Jan Autry, 

Shirley Kinsella, and Sherley Riley 

deserve our thanks for their time of service and faithfulness. 

The Session will be holding their annual Session Retreat on Saturday, 

January 14th, in Tyler Hall.  The main focus of this retreat with be a 

conversation with Rev. Jim Hawthorne, one of Grace Presbytery’s 

consultants for the Committee on Ministry.  Rev. Hawthorne will be 

working with our church as we begin to seek God’s vision for our 

church using the “New Life” Renewal process the Session approved 

back in October.   
 

The regular January meeting of the Session will also be held as part of the retreat.  The deadline for all written 

reports to be included in the Session packets is Thursday, January 12th.   



Club Book 
On Tuesday, January 24 the Book Club will have its first meeting of the new year.  The book 

that we will be discussing is Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind by Ann B. Ross. The first in a series 

of Miss Julia books, this book was published in 1999.  Miss Julia lives in a small town and is a 

member of the First Presbyterian Church.  Filled with interesting characters and twists and 

turns, Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind is a fun read but also looks at some serious issues as Julia 

faces numerous challenges. 

The book is available through Amazon and on Kindle.  As it is an older book, it may also be 

available at the library.   

So, even if you don’t have the chance to read the book come and join us for a fun time on the 

24th at Braums at 7:00 p.m. as we get to know the fascinating Miss Julia!  If you have any  

questions, call Shana Powell. 

“NEW LIFE” IS COMING! 
What is God’s vision for our church?  What does God want our church to be and to do?  

What does it mean to follow God’s will – both as individuals and as a congregation?  

How can we revitalize our church’s life and ministry?  “New Life” will help us find the 

answers to those questions! 
 

“New Life” is a ministry program that has been developed by Grace Presbytery to assist congregations like 

ours who are looking for ways to renew their congregations and ministries.  The program will look at our  

history, resources and spiritual gifts, demographics, and finances to see what our strengths and weaknesses 

and issues are.  Then “New Life” will help us, through small group gatherings and conversations, seek God’s 

vision for our future, and to determine the path we need to follow in order for that vision to become real. 
 

“New Life” is not a quick fix!  The program requires a long-term commitment by both the Session and by all 

the members of the congregation.  To that end the Session asks for your prayers, your participation, your 

commitment and your input as together we seek God’s vision for our church. 
 

Renewal is the word – the prayer – and the focus for 2017! 

On behalf of the congregation we   

offer our sympathy to: 

 

 Sheri Raney and her family at the death of her   

husband Ronnie on November 26th 

 Tim Turbeville and his family at the death of his 

father Ben on December 15th 

 

 Jesus said, “Come to me all you who are weary and 

are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  

New technology began to play 

a role in church affairs as can 

be seen in Session minutes 

from the past.  The following is 

one example of that: 

From the Minutes of the Stated Session Meeting   

December 17, 1989: 

 

“A TV video has been obtained and the Presbyterian 

Women voted to start a video library.” 



COMMUNITY FORUM SCHEDULED 
One of the calls that we, as Presbyterians, have received from Jesus Christ is to help the powerless and 

the forgotten and the overlooked in our community.  To that end, the Christian Education Ministry 

Committee will be hosting a very important community forum on Sunday, January 29th at 3:00 PM.  

The forum will focus upon – human trafficking in Cooke County. 
 

Yes – you read that correctly.  Due to our county’s rural location in North Texas, with easy access to 

two major highway systems, the casino in Oklahoma, and its closeness to the Dallas - Ft. Worth area, 

Cooke County has a growing problem with the transportation of undocumented individuals,           

prostitution, and other forms of human trafficking. 
 

In order to facilitate a conversation about this issue in our area, First Presbyterian Church has invited 

representatives from local law enforcement agencies, Abagail’s Arms, and other groups who are     

involved in combating this issue to come together and share information with the community. 
 

Jesus has challenged us to help those who are powerless and who need to know that God’s people not 

only care but are willing to step outside of our comfort zones to be God’s light in the darkness. 

With the New Year comes new Session committee assignments.  Here 
are this year’s committees and moderators: 

 Fellowship – June Sherrill 

 Christian Education – John Powell 

 Stewardship – Corie Autry 

 Property – Mike Bentley 

    Worship and Music – Amanda and John Warren 

    Personnel – Pam Cooper 

    Outreach – Shana Powell 

    Congregational Care – T.B.A 

    Clerk of Session – Matt Chalmers 
And with each New Year come new opportunities to volunteer in our church’s ministry committees. 

Don’t wait to be asked! 
Contact one of these folks and volunteer! 

"I want to thank Nancy Bentley, Retha Bond, Earl and Sylvia 

Deaver, and Jack and Ginger Walker for displaying some of 

their wonderful artwork and stain glass during the Open House 

of the church on December 10. They were a great hit with the 

visitors. I also want to thank Earl and Sylvia for bringing the 

screens to display the pieces. A special thank you to Loy Ann 

Richardson who played Christmas music on the piano during 

the event and to Corie and Jan Autry for helping with all of the 

set up and to my special helper John Powell." 

Shana Powell 

 

The Men’s 

Breakfast will be 

held on Tuesday, 

January 24th at 

7:00 AM at the Fried Pie on the square!  

All the men of the church are            

encouraged to come and enjoy a great 

time of food and for solving all the 

world’s problems! 



 That Jan Autry, June Sherrill, and Corie Autry all did great jobs as December’s 

 pulpit assistants? 

 That Matt Chalmers is home recovering from surgery? 

 That Pam Cooper’s husband Bob is still in the hospital in Denison? 

 That there was a merry band of Presbyterians out caroling in the neighborhood? 

 That our “Live Nativity” scene was, as usual, a big success? 

 That Megan Turbeville continues to need your prayers? 

 That our church is fortunate to have a great choir and wonderful musicians? 

 That the North Central Texas Chorale’s Christmas concert at our church was standing room only? 

 That the Riley’s, the Autry’s, the Waters’, the Car’s, and the Chalmers all did a great job lighting this 

 year’s Advent candles? 

 That Claire Warren preformed in a piano recital at our church? 

 That the Hare’s appreciated all the Christmas cards and goodies? 

 That the 2017 “Star Words” will be ready to be picked up on January 1st? 

On a street corner in the Chicago Loop, a tall, grim-looking man stood glaring at the 

folks walking by.  Every once in a while he would raise his right arm and point at  

someone and say one word: “Guilty!”  Then he’d lower his arm and stand in that erect 

position until he singled out someone else, and he’d raise that arm again and say: 

“Guilty!” 

 

Most of the folks who had been singled out for judgement just ignored the man or laughed him off as being 

just some kind of religious nut.  But one man had a different reaction.  After being singled out by the man, he 

turned to the man he was walking with and said, “How did he know?” 

 

That disapproving man on that Chicago street corner was kind of like John the Baptist, whose one-word    

message was “Repent!” – a word that implies guilt.  But John didn’t leave it there on a negative side – he  

baptized following repentance, signifying the cleansing of guilt and the granting of the divine stamp of       

approval. 

 

As we begin a new year, maybe we need to remember that, in our baptisms, we, too, have received God’s 

stamp of approval.  That means that we can begin this year without carrying all of our baggage with us.  All 

we have to do is – to quote John the Baptist – repeat and receive God’s grace in new ways. 

 

Peace, John 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

One day, Philip Yancey, a popular Christian author, found him stuck in Los Angles traffic and was 58 

minutes late at returning his car to the Hertz rental desk.  He walked up in kind of a bad mood, put the keys 

down and said, “How much do I owe?”  The woman said, “Nothing.  You’re all clear.”  Yancey said he was 

late and she smiled, “Yes, but there’s a one-hour grace period.” 

 

Yancey asked, “Oh really, what is grace?”  And she said, “I don’t know.  I guess it means that even though 

you’re supposed to pay, you don’t have to.” 



First Presbyterian Church’s Live Nativity 2016 

Christmas Caroling 2016 
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The “PrayFit” website is full of devotional material, healthy 

tips and recipes, exercise information for all levels of fitness, 

and small group opportunities!  Just go to www.prayfit.org – 

find the “log in” page – enter fpcgaines@sbcglobal.net as the 

user name – enter “940-665-5153” as the password – and get 

started being all that God wants you to be! 

 

 Don’t forget that Retha Bond is leading a Tai Chi class in Tyler Hall on the first and third 

Wednesdays at 6:00 PM.  Everybody is welcome to attend.   

 

We believe that God’s Holy Spirit dwells within us – so it’s our calling to make sure that we 

provide God the cleanest and healthiest “temple” we can!  So – check out the PrayFit      

ministry! 

http://www.prayfit.org
mailto:fpcgaines@sbcglobal.net

