
With the coming of the New Year, comes our transition in leadership 

with Rev. Hare’s retirement.  At its meeting in December, the Session 

met with several representative from Grace Presbytery, and discussed 

the way forward.  Here is the latest information: 

 

 

 Rev. Richard Culp, the Senior Pastor at Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church is our liaison between our 

church and Grace Presbytery’s “Committee on Ministry.” 

 Rev. B.L. Jordan has been assigned to be the Session’s moderator until such time a part-time Interim is 

hired by the Session.  She is a retired Presbyterian minister living in the Denton area – and she will be 

preaching here the first three Sundays in January. 

 The Session is currently completing what’s called a “Church Profile” which will be shared with potential 

Interims. 

 Based on current conversations, the Session may be in the position to hire that Interim as early as          

February. 

 Once the Interim is hired, the church will put together a “Mission Study” and then begin establishing our 

church’s “Pulpit Nominating Committee” that will be responsible for the search for our church’s next  

pastor.  

Please continue to pray that God is present in all that we do during this important process!  The Session     

believes that God has already picked the person who will become First Presbyterian Church’s new            

leadership!  Our prayer is that we follow God’s leading on this path. 

A reception for John Hare will be held in 

Tyler Hall, Sunday December 30, following 

morning worship. John will be retiring FPC 

after serving as our pastor for the past 18 

years. Members, family and friends are   

invited to wish John and Angie well as they 

set out on a “new adventure” in their lives. 

On Sunday, January 9th, we 

will celebrate the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion during our 

morning worship. 

Rev. B. L. Jordan will be       

officiating. 

If you are unable to attend and would like to 

receive communion in your home, contact the 

church office. 

Newsletter 
First Presbyterian Church 

Gainesville, Texas 



January 1 will mark the first anniversary of the start of my journey at the First Presbyterian 

Church of Gainesville.  What a year it has been. As most of you know, there have been    

several life-changing events throughout the course of the year, not only for myself, but for 

many of you as well. I thank God for his mercy, implanting me within a love-filled, caring 

congregation who have helped all of us during our different and varied experiences.  
 

A new year is soon to come upon us. There will be many more changes. For one, I will miss having Pastor John 

as a boss and colleague. He has been more than a friend in many ways, as most of you have known him to be. 

Change is good, but also sometimes painful. Thank you, Pastor, for understanding and comfort. 

We have recently lost some beloved members through death, and others are having serious illnesses. 

But traveling through this journey, I am discovering, again and again, that there is a song for each station on the 

way. Music has a way of seeping into the hurting places, and even the joyful ones, and smoothing out the bumps 

and jolts. And that is why I am here,to help ease the jarring and celebrate the wonderful times. 
 

So, thanks to the choir, the administration, the congregation, and the guests and friends who help to make that 

happen. As our new year begins, let us help each other to stay the journey, remembering that our heavenly Father 

watches all and always travels with us. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Joy 

The Presbyterian Women would like to thank everyone who made a donation to 

our CASA Mission Project. PW was able to purchase thirty $50 Walmart Gift 

Cards. You’re generosity made Christmas a little brighter for each of the 30 

Cooke County teens who are in the Foster Care System.  Executive Director 

Vicki Robertson was very appreciative for the church’s generous gift for CASA 

kids at Christmas.  

(Pictured L-R Pam Cooper and Vicki Robertson) 
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This is a reminder that starting in         

January, we will resume our small Bible 

study group in Tyler Hall.  We will   

gather for a light dinner and a lesson on 

"The Story of the Bible".  The lecture/

video study will be given by Professor 

Luke Timothy Johnson.  So mark your 

calendars and join us the third Tuesday 

each month. 

 

Sylvia and Earl  

“Thank you” to Paul Bentley,   

Brian Adams, Tim Turbeville,  

Jessica Bullock, Angie Hare, and 

Marlene and Martin Philips for 

decorating Matt and Ruthie 

Chalmers’ home for Christmas! 

On behalf of the congregation we 

offer our deepest sympathy to the 

family of Sandra Currie who 

passed away on December 2nd. 

Jesus said, “Come to me all you 

are weary and heavy-laden and I 

will give you rest.” 



As I start writing this last article as your pastor I’m not exactly sure 

what I want to say.  The past 19 years have been full of lots of        

different things.  Joys and sorrows – highs and lows – good sermons 

and not-so-good sermons – more than 30 Bible study series and more 

than 900 worship gatherings – more Session and committee meetings 

than I really want to think about – lots of weddings and funerals and 

baptisms – lots of hospital visits and counseling sessions – and more covered dish 

luncheons and community mission adventures than most ministers would imagine.   
 

But at the heart of all of these things, the last 19 years have always been relation-

ships.  It has been, after all, about our spending our time together as God’s people in 

community, and as friends sharing our lives together.  And it is those kinds of      

relationships that I cherish the most as our time together comes to an end. 
 

Angie and I thank you for welcoming us into your hearts 19 years ago, and for    

allowing us to be a part of this great and faithful church.  We came to Gainesville 

not exactly sure what God had in mind for you and for us, but, as usual, God has 

been faithful.  You have made our lives richer than we could have hoped for, and 

for that we are extremely grateful to God. 
 

As we now begin new adventures, we pray that you will continue to be a people that 

loves each other, a people that reaches out to others beyond your walls and circles 

of friends, and a people that shows God’s grace in all you do. 
 

God’s Speed in 2019! 
 

Peace, John 

 

 That Pam Cooper did a great job as December’s pulpit assistant? 

 That Ruthie and Matt Chalmers really appreciate your continued prayers? 

 That Marshall Freeman – Barbara Marshall’s grandson – recently received 

 his CPA certification? 

 That Joy Hague really close to receiving her Doctorate? 

 That the choir out-did itself with their Christmas concert on December 15th? 

 That Marilyn Tribelhorn has moved to McKinney? 

 That Carla Waters is now home after too long in the hospital – and that she is doing well? 

 That Sheri Raney’s sister in California – and Sheri herself – needs our prayers? 

 That Reynolds Ansley is recovering nicely from his recent surgery? 

 That Ginger Walker is now heading up our “Prayer Quilt”? 

 That Paul Bentley does a mean Christmas decorating job? 
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Christmas Project Highlights 

This Christmas season our church sponsoring 

several Christmas projects – and here’s a 

summary of all the stuff we did: 

 You partnered with the Cooke County Boys and Girls Club to make sure that 10 needy children in our area 

could experience the wonder of Christmas! 

 You donated $380 and made it possible for our adopted school – Edison Elementary – to purchase 30 new 

books for their library!   

 You addressed and gave more 175 Christmas cards that were delivered to area nursing home residents and to 

those folks we delivered DASH meals on December 22nd! 

 You gave enough money donations that Presbyterian Women was able to present “CASA of North Texas” 

with 30 gift cards for our area’s teenagers who are in foster care!   

You made Christmas a bit brighter for some 

of the folks in our community who are too 

often over-looked!  This Christmas, once 

again you made a difference in someone 

else’s lives! 


